
SECTION 1: 
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1 History of the university

For more than 10 years, prominent Durham Region leaders worked to realize their
vision for a student-focused institution dedicated to great teaching, groundbreaking
research, and the use of leading-edge learning technology. By preparing students for
critically needed, knowledge-intensive careers, the university would ensure bright
futures for its graduates, and generate economic growth for Durham Region,
Northumberland County, and all of Ontario.

In one of Ontario’s earliest efforts to combine university and college studies in one location,
the Durham University Centre was created in 1996 on the campus that the University of
Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) shares with Durham College. Courses offered at the
centre were taught by professors from both Trent University and York University. However,
despite this notable achievement, the unique vision for UOIT remained strong.

May 9, 2001 marked a historic day for Durham Region and Northumberland County
when the Ontario government announced plans for the province’s first new university
in 40 years and earmarked $60 million in start-up funds through the Ontario
SuperBuild Corporation. An operations centre was set up next to the President’s
office, where 11 teams, working seven days a week, produced a to-do list of 856
tasks and hundreds of subtasks. Team members toured top institutions across 
North America to study best practices.

UOIT officially came into being on June 27, 2002, with the provincial legislature’s 
passage of Bill 109, Schedule O, the University of Ontario Institute of Technology 
Act, 2002, and it welcomed its first class of 947 students in September 2003. By
September 2006, the award-winning campus had grown to approximately 4,300 
students driven by a common desire for excellence and innovation. Professors at UOIT
are experts in their fields from around the world. They challenge and inspire students
to push their own boundaries of thinking and learning and UOIT’s commitment to
research excellence sees students collaborate with professors in the classroom,
the lab, and the field, turning innovative ideas into real solutions to make an impact
on society.

UOIT’s short history has been marked by tremendous accomplishment and growth,
and an exciting future lies ahead. The university’s first two state-of-the-art academic
buildings – Science, and Business and Information Technology – and an architecturally
award-winning Campus Library were completed by fall 2004. The Ontario Power
Generation (OPG) Engineering building opened in 2006 and a 90,000-square-foot
campus athletic expansion is scheduled to open in June 2007. UOIT has expanded
north across Conlin Road thanks to the estate of industrialist E.P. Taylor and the
donation of a portion of Windfields Farm, a world-class thoroughbred racing operation
that once nurtured the great champion, Northern Dancer. On this land stands UOIT’s
Campus Ice Centre and its year-round Campus Tennis Centre.

One of UOIT’s most eagerly anticipated projects is the Automotive Centre of Excellence
which is being built in partnership with General Motors of Canada and the Government
of Ontario. Canada’s premier automotive research and development centre is due to
open in 2008, bringing faculty, students and researchers together on campus.
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